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"!:K HE RC YAL J..HCH 013SCURITIZS I. U,./ 

(Adapted from an c ration I gave at th C {1l~~G:.) 
Northfield ChJ. ter Jro . 5C 56 on 20.fh~Se~~.~ i;622 • • _ .l 

rn entitling this Paper "Sore Royal Arch bscuriti s " 
I imply no cr1 t1cisro o'f th,. .u """al cont.-nt . l.y purpose 

is to speculate briefly on its origins and to enlare~ on 
some philosoi-hical allusions which a.re touched u on in 

...,'CC" 
the Hi tue.l t , .. ). .. lly xplained . 

Pi ·stly , as to origin - .t:. . Ct u} • Harry Carr in an article 

entitled "?.ore light on the tt . 1~ . printed in the '..L'ransactions 
of the uatuor Corona~i Lodge of iesearch+l says:-

" .. •. 'ihe ttoyal rch made its app~arance in England 
during the 174L ' s. We may assume that the seeds 
o! this new ceremony were germinating several years 
before we have records o! it, but cannot date the 
nractice of the Royal Arch earlier than circa 174 " 

He ask a •why did the Royal Arch a pear? 11 and goes on to 
assert that a !ourtr ~~~de was inevitable due to the evol­
ution of th~ 3 Craft n~,rees. 

(I quote) "It is almost certain that the first liasonic cere­
on,:r was designed !or the Fellow or Fello~cratt 

i.,.. . the fully trained Craftsman" 

He exi lains that in th late 16 l ' s it is c rtain that the 
Craft had no more than two admission c~remonies, one for the 
AJ ren"tice or E. A. and the othe r for the Fellowcraft or 1·.aster 

both of whom were equal in their technical ca.acity . But 
th F. C' s were ero1Jloyees ~hereas those \Jiho were t..ble to set up 

as !.asters quite naturally wanted a se1arate degree to them-
selves . The 3rd . D , ree made i~• appearance in England 
about 1724 and by 173(.. was widely kno~n ~hough not ~idely 
nracticed. At this stage all three working grad s within 1.. 

the Craft were covered by separate ceremonies - only one grade 
remained unrepresented in this fashion 1 . e. as hasters o! lodges. 

Inevitably , a ceremony appeared around 174C . He adds "Thie 
is, of cours , an over simplification of th whole sto ry and 
it rerresents oy o\1n opin-ions , but they are bnsed entirely on 
historical foundationr H' he dates 111entioned here are su uotted 
by documentary evidenc~ .Q.) 

1 f we exclude the minor details , the ain body of the 1<oyal 

Arel ~ .emony is based u on two separate stories :-

1) The true Biblical story of ~he return from 
Babylon and the building of the Templ , 

and 2) The ancient 1 end describing the discovery 
-+-l---v-0-1-.-7~6.-t_l_9_6_3 ..... 5'x p ~~I 3'+' ... ul 'I. , t .. e A: t. ar tt the :;ac1 e d 1 .., 1 " • 

(:2.) - ~ ---~ ..oJ.+·~ ,a:_c ~ ~~~~("""'-J.-../~)~ 
(16 f ? - I "(11- ~ j.,_ / - ~· "'-'{1 ~~ -1- ~ ,..._ti.~ .,I_ . c 

~ ft.A.~ ( ~~ ~-< ~ 1 ... l- f--, ~ ... .... ~~ 
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The Biblical po r tion is pure his~or ( ~) mh 

d ,. " • 1 e legend, in 
OCUI!lent ery !Orm, 5oes back to the eP.r ly ~ather .f t~ 

• .. i s o ue Church . 

About the year \ D. 4uu, Philostorgius , wri t i ng of the rebuildi-ne 

or '\.ll~ 'rompl.o. e ives a recogni sable account of the di scovery o~ 
t he Vaul t , and th i s appears to be i.;he eu.rl i errt. i~ramework o:;: the 
leeend that has survi v erl . lHne ., .. r. ' r erl yeA.r s la1,f" r, i 1 the 

14th. c entuary , Ni cPy>hor us Callistus'r) i 1 his nccount 01 the 

buildine of the fou r th TemplP. , enlareeo in e,reat rl~tail ur on 
the J hilostorgius v ersion . The story is eiven in such sr l~n-

a id detail that it deserves reproduction word for word : .L-

' When the foundations were a - laying , as I have said , 
ther~ was a stone among the rest , to which the bot.tom 
of the foundation \\as fasi.ened , that slirt f rom its 
r lace , and cHscovererl the mouth of H. cave which had 
been cu"t in the rock . 1. ow when they cnuld not 
see to i.he bottom by reason of its c1~1 ~ ·1~ "th,. l ver-
seers of the buil ding being desirous t; rdv e cer~ain 
kno~ledge of it they "ti en a 1onB r o1e to one of the 
lJabour er s and let him aown : He being come t o the 
bot t cm , found wate r i n it , that took him u1 t o his 
mi d- ancl e s , and sear ching ev~ry 1art of thnt hollow 
place , .1e found i 't to be four-square, as far as he 
cpuld conjectur e by feel ine . Then retur ning towa r ds 
the T'O''th o! i t , he hit u1on a c"!rtain little l illar, 
not mu ch h i ghe r than the water , and lighting with h i s 
hand . J1 it , found a book 1:1 p there wra1 ped ur in 
a 1iece of thin and cl~an li ·t~. navinr taken it 
into his hands , h~ sie;nified l,;y the rone that they 
should frnw him UT . When h~ was rull~rl U! , h~ sh~ws 
th~ bor , ·hich si;ruck thel"l with adnirat1on , eAn cially 
RP ~inr fresh and un~oucht as i~ rlid , beinr f ound 
in so dark ancl obscHre h,., le . 'i'he Book l E"inp unfolded 
did arnaz,. not only. the c.Tews hut the Grecians al:::io , 
holrline forth even at the be~inning of it in ereat 
J,etters ( ' In ;.he besinnine W"'. • e ·~ord , and th• ord 
was with Goo and i;he \ o r d wa G r ' ) • '.i'o s: eak 
rlainly ' thnt Scripture did ?.L 1 ".anifestly contain the 

· le Gos1 el , which the D..:. v.; ne tr i t >f the V i r ein-
Di,..cipl e had declar ed" l i?rom A . ~. c . ~ol.69 p . 43J 

I have iv 21 here "t}t1• ~ranslaticn -f 1 •• r- original , as ii. 
!l ....,ei:ir s ~ n En lish , in ll59 , in a \~~ o- g~"uel J ... ee en"titled 
' L, r ns L1r~culUI'l '. ~ " u ~ i nts yi..:~ ffi.i ,. ~~. First , that 
u r to rm of the t . ~ . .ege11 · · s no1 1 a'l~~on or an innovation · 

it was a r .. r . i ec~ f rel i o i c.us legt>n{' vl•lt; ';,,ack t o 'the 5t h. , 
centua ry A. D. nnrl fffobabl y ear lier thaa t hat . 

S~condly , the Holy Blol t hat was discoverP-d in th Vault 
W"'S n<Jt the L ld Te s t am,..n \·n th our custol!lary wordf" : ' I n t h e 
beeinnin~ God created ... \•; it was the Gosrel of St . John , a 
JIU r ely Christian text , e.nd at th~ i w.h~ ~- {l")yal Arch first 
"'· ,. A red it w~s a I urPly Christ iar Dr rP-e. 1-f•:::X t °11is day , our r{. ". t::er IT' "111.i""S o..- l"n with t=i ChriP.11 t - r,..-· ~ r y< • 

1 - I t shoulcl be noted , however , that the Ene lish .t. A. "Historical 
I ecture" contai ns several anachroniRlllR. 

2 

-:r 
/ -

~'he Collect in the Communion Service beginninc; "Almighty God 
un'to whom all hear ts be 01 en . .. etc" 
The Va ult lepPnd , wr itt en by Nicephc r us Callistus , was t r ansl a te 
by ~p.muel L~~ ... i: rep r oduced i n hi s book "l rb i s h ira culum" 
in ~ glish ll 59) . 
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I t is 1mnerally beldP.ved that in the ear ly 183( ' s the Dw·e 

of Su~sex , 'lt that time Jo'irst Grano 1 r incip!l , com.,issioned the 

Rev/G~aKfeBrowne to examine the m~n~1 rliv ergen"t rituals in use 

i n those days with the objec t of c0- o rdinat i ns them into a 
uniform ritual . This he nid ~nn in ihe rroces~ our Reverend 

Comranion made a consider able nu~bPr ot additions such aA the 

Ri sto r icrl , S~rroboli cal anC! J:yf"tical J,Pctures anrl , in al 1 
irob~bili1J, .fP.ctP~ ? number o! dPletions . 

I do not wish to irn!lY that the full reAponF.ibility should 

lie w i -ch thP- Rev . Brown ~or in FP.brnP..r y l 3'1 n Co"" it t ee WA.S 

a ~oin•ea by Gr nn CiR1t~r to tR,kf into considPrr t irn t 

CPre~oni~s ~or the I n~~allat 1on of Princ1 ~s as .el~ as v arious 

<..<. .. e r cer emoniP.S of i.he l r '1er. It"' 9 tr.emb er.£ were the h r e e 

Grand Jrincipals (1 . ~ . ~h ~uhe of Suasex, J~rd Dundas and :ohn 
Ramsbottom) with 6 distin1-·uiBhed comranions inc l u d i ng the Rev . 

Adam Browne . ThiF c.., "lr. it"t"'e .re1 ort.ed i;o Grand Charter in 
I r,S 

Nov ember 1834 tht? resul .. of us-, r labours and it was ..re2 ol ved 

{J ~: - "That hembers o! the Grand Chapte r be surnmo11ed i n classes t o 

consider separ a t ely such ivrtions o! t he cere~onies as their 

ouali!ications and adv~~cemPnt in thP. Cr der and Graft ent i tle 

them to i:articipate". ~~) 
This rerulted in the PCce1 t ance o! th~ Cc-m i itee ' s recomend­

ationR , Albeit · 1iih a !ew amendment? , anrl on the 4th . }"'ebruary 

187 5 ~ s eciaJ CL"rter o! } romulge.tion was warr ant.Pd !or six 
months only . 

I n this Char 1,er the new Ceremonies of Exal tA.t ton b. I nsta.ll 11t ior: 

of lrincirals was workerl. (It ~AY be noticeft , in ran°i"f , 

that ti P. revised ri'tual eliminated the Cer~r"!ony t1f ' J tss i nc; the 

Veilq ', thP. only rP-f~rence now to it beinB by E . Co1 l .' H' in the 

Symbolical Lecture when he refers tc. the Hibbo11 tor .:)qe?h) worn 

~ th~ Cc 1anions as " . • .• being com1osen of the two i r inciral 
co lou R with "hi ch tl'.t.. veils ot i;he ~ emple and Tabernacle were 

intf,.wvven .• .). 

SG st r o1 vl:t did Grand Cha11.er feel about "the nc'!o1 tion of a 

unif rm working that in l1vv ernber 18?5 it wt:ts resolved as follows : -

11 Sc 'lle misconcer i.;ion hrwine arisen "'s to v.hat 
~re the cer emonies of our ( rd~r , it is 
h~reby resolved and neclared th~t he cer e ­
rnonif'P 'lr or terl an<l 1·ror ulBE1t~0 by SJ ecial 
Gr~nd Ch~1ter on ?1st . anrl ?5th . Nov ember 
18~4 Prf' the cerenonies of the Cro~r \\hich 
it ifl thP du"ty of evAry ChA.ptPr to arloy 1, 
and o bP.y . 11 

SC'I it iR thAt ihP Hitual we nractisP. to- day subntantially 

con.forms to that o .:.v i i:;ed hy the .te v . Adam Browne ~nd t he Commi -

t t f'e l4l yeRr s qrru . ~ ~ .,,.._,_. ~ ~/ ~ 
A..-~.,,4....-r:..o ~ 'f.. ~ ~-~~ I~ 
~~-'·4L.,tC., ~ ~~ ~~~~1 . . -1:_ 
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The SifilS o! the %odiac . 

In 80me Royal Arch ChaptPrR can be seen a rainted floor-cloth 

laid out in the centre on which are placed the Altar , the V. S . L . 

(with souare & com1asses) , the Ch~1 er Warrant , the Six Lights 

and the · orking Tools . 

Ln this !loor- cloih ~ a re depicted the ~ Sit:rts of the 

Zodiac. These 12 siBn~;~P ~ghu~~deei~e~sf~efgeb}e~hH ~r8h~M~Y 
i sts in thei r writings, the pages o! which erE: interR1 ersed by 

il lustrations o ( symbols corD.Mon to both Alchemy and Freemasonry 

such RS - "the Sn. 6:. Cvr~pasf;P.S, 5- & 6- 1 ointed stars , plumb-l ine, 
po int within ~ circle etc . etc . 

I n +he 1.973 Tr A":'lsactions o! "tihe t·.anchester Association !or 
rr?~onic Research (Vol. 58 np . 41-53) there is a re1 roduction of a 

Pap~r by Br . J . Sanon (D . F . Astro.? . ) entitled "Freemasonry and 

the Zodi~c" wi.ich pnr1 orts to be a " ..• workir.e hypothesis ct the 

metho<l by "hi ch Maflons used the symbolR of pre-Coper nican l t) 

astronorn:r and A.ll~orii:>fS from the V. S . L . as the foundstion of 

Craft, i ark and HoyAl Arch ri -iualP . 

'Ihe arr-umentA are in111=mious and highly co~r 1 i cated but are 

F.poiled , i11 my juclger.i1~nt , by a nurnbr>r of assum1,tions which , to our 

modern ear s , have no foun<lat ion in fact . 

AlBo , the Rev. Gastells in hin book " Antiquity of "the H. A. " 

(1g27 ern • • 156)/¥q~8staves orieinally bore ensiens de1icting 

the Si ·ns o.: 1.ht:. ... uciiac (not the sJmbols of the l? Tribes) but 

gives no authority for the e'tatement . 
. . . . ., ~~~6J;.t" 

The ree.s n !or introducing as't r oloff.Y is certainly ob~ci re A 
and I think we are driven to conclu<le wi"th Bernard Jones in his 
11 Fr&emasons ' Book of the R . A . "~na.t " •... it is most unfortunate 

that nc• "'"1int CR.n te eiven to thei r Lasoni c ~s~o ciation ...• . (it) 

.• iR f Pnci -ful and haR no worthwhil f'l basis." 

Th e J lntonir T~.,..orv. 

Some Chrrters h~ve noclelP ot thE' 5 HPf"\tlar J'lll-t rnic BodieR 

placec'l on the !lo or-clo h in the West . F. . Cnl"'ln . "H", when 

fivinP" the Symbolical l ecturP ,1~rr>i'r ~ • hP GreRter & J,esser 

Liehts and their arrangement i i:f 'lHil!ll~ral trianglPA say~: -

"This symbolical arrangement corr..,F! onds with the 
mysterious Trirle Tau which h·:ts two rt. angles 
at Bach of its exterior linesand two at thei -
union in t.he centre, in all 8 rt . an les corres­
pondine with the nul'!lber in the four trianBles; fo r 
the 3 angles ot ev e r v trianele are to- gether equal 
to 2 rt . angles . It also serves to illuf"trate 
the Jeyel worn by ~he Com1anions which , by its 

~~~~~~~~~~~~i_n_t_e_Jr_~_e_c~tion§..i forms a given number ot aneles . 
(1..) See Ber nard Jones ' ~J.•'reemasons ' 3ook of the rlO!'al Arel'' ' . -29 , 23c 

(r) 
et~51 . 

~sholas C1) ernicus; Born 1473 , died 1543. 

lie refuted Jtolomy ' s (b . h . ~ . l cC) theory that ~he Earth ~as 
the centre of the Unive1~f; he main1.;ained that ~he Ear th 
rotated on i te own axis as Ofi' osec1 to i.;he t:niverse rotai.ing 
1Z.0unn the Barth. t.r to this time it was thought that the 
r,arth wai=> r1at . 
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Thene May be ~aken in 5 several combinations 
and when reduced to their amount in r t . angles 
will be t'ound eoual to the 5 regular l latonic 
Bodies which represent thn d elements nnd ~he 
Sphere ot the ~nivPrse " 

ThP so- called } la'tonic Bodies are th~ 5 aegular eeo:netric·~l 
Ao1ids and are , in 3~t , the only strir.tly reeular solids which 
cal'l ,. constructed . They were rliscovPrAd (or first described) 
by 1 ; gorous about the year 4l B. G. 

It ust be bornp in mind that the word ' rCPltlar ' is used in 

the sense that Euclid emrJoyed it , nan:ely , a plane figure which 

has ~Jl its Ride~ eaual anrl o.11 its angles equal . Thus a 
' rer lll. ~r solid ' is one which is contained by equal Rnd almilar 

plane surfaces - one which is bviously syrne~rical . And so , 

by tha~ormula , only 5 regular solids can be constructed~·~~~~~ 
To digress tor a moment - the TRu , as a sy~bol, is said to be 

o! great antiquity . In the ~ ystical Lecture it is referred 
to as : -

" .. . that mark or character snoY.en of by the Ane;el 
whcm E~ekiel saw in the S1irit, when it was ~aid 
to the Man ¥1i1,h the writer ' F in'Yhorn ' Go thy way 
throueh the mirlf"t of the City ot '"TeruPalem and 
set a mar~ on the forP-hearls ot ~11 those who sieh 
and lamen for the abominationA thereof' , by which 

ark they were snved from amonff thor-e who were 
Rlain for t heir ioolptor.f • . .. 11 

Jr . Albert Macki (1) sa__vs "It (i.e . the Tsni) was a mark or 
~ -

sign uf favourable< l linction; and wtt.i.h~aJlusion we may , there-
!ore , sup ose the 'i'rinle TF!u to be ueec in the Hoyal Arch De( rec 

as a mark designating and se1arating those who know and ~vrship 
the true name o! God !rom those who are ieno r ant o! that august 

myster y '' 
In the r itual ex1lanation o! the I . A. Jewel it is referred to , 

among other occult r efer ences, as "Glavis ad 'l'hesaur um" (i.t:? . the 
} ey to the Treasur e) - in other words , it is a ~mholic,,l , ey to 

the knowledge ot God a.nn the Creation as a whole. 

Now, in orrler to relate the anp;les formed by the .Q.r..eat er and 
T,eeoeoi:>r I j a'hts , the jewel worn by the Corapanions Ann the roy st~rious 

Triple Tau to these l la:tonic solids we must knmf le..& 
1~ the Tetr ahedron (or ryramin- type solin) has 4 sides ~ade u1 

of 4 eouilaternl triangles . Pour equilat•ral t r ie.nglen 
are eoual to 8 rt. angles which the TriJlA TPu hes , 

2) Similarly , the ( ctahedr on (or 8-siden solio) ~ ch , in 
homely languMe loo1<s like a pyramid sta.ndin ..,n an inver ted 
lyr~~ '/ ~s t~icP the number of sirles i . e . 16 r t . angles 

- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~--~~-t-~....--:1,...-1T~~f""'!'l"'"....,., 

(1) },ncyclo1 aeo1a of 1"reemasonry-"'lr11 le Tau", p . 832 . 
us 
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By the Fame t oken: -
~ 

3J The lcow edron l or 2C -sided !ic;ur~ is equal to 
5 'l'ri le 'l'RUB, 

4) th~ so lirl known as the Cube has 6 ennal souares "'hi ch , 

in turn , eQuals 24 rt . angles or 3 'l'ri r le 'l'Aus, and 
lastly 5J the Dodecahenr or. i s composed of 12 r epular 5- sided 

!ieur es or 72 rt . angles and 72 rt . angles are 

will 

contained in 9 1ri~1~l~e~1~·a~u~s~· ~~-~------------~~--~~-
---~----\:--..~r-u_n_A.Y ___ !ind what f "'1 "" e somewha"I. heavy eoi 1 Jut I ho~ e you 

bear ith In one ot the Platonic Dialogues , known as the ' TimEB.1.s ', w me) 
i s t o be found a descript ion o! the t'ormation ot the Universe 
by the Diety . Accor ding to the ! latonic Theory , everything 
that is created , ~r , as the rlatoniste sA.,Y , ' generated' must be 
visable or tangible and must be com1osed o! visable and tangible 

elements - by whi ch they meant it must be capable of a1nreciation 
bv the senses . 

Timre us 
or tangible , 
Nothing can '" 

than E,&RTH . 

vl<!.h t d ~reues thus -~w a ever is cr eate rnust be visable 
nothing can b~ visable without the nid o'f FI RE . 

tangible unless solid , and nothine is m>re solid 
Fire and Earth ,.·ere, therP.fore reeardere as the 

t~o princiral elements . 

The l la.tonists held that no two things can cohere without 
the ~in of a ~hird ffiedium and that one such rneoium ~as necP.ssary 
to ~o~ a sur!ace (or sur erficies) but tlrnt two Illedia were required 

to o<rn a solid . They , i;heretore , introc7uc8d the t'tfo elements , 
AIR and WATER , between .Pi re and Earth . And i11 order that the 

Universe might be ierfe ct the Die~y combined these tour Elements 
in such a manne r that there mi(iht be an exact nnalogy betv.een the 
four i . e . as Fire i s tv Air , 80 i s Air t o Wate r and as Air is to 

Wat er so is Water to Earth - thus formine a regular and harmonious 
gr adation trom the lightest and nost penet r ati ng of the Elements 
to the heaviest and mos~ obtuse(l) . 

They r easoned 1;hat ~he Diety thus !o r roed ~he Universe tro~ 

the 4 Elements anrl as the SPHhRE was considerP.d the ~ost r.er!ect 
form ( since it cont 0 in~1 ~i;~in it~~lt ll other torms} HE made 
the Uni verse in the ~~ ?t a S1 herP !~ 

But ho.,.; were l"e ~ Elements consider ed to be reprP.~ented by 

the 4 reeular AOlir ~? The } latonistR held that "thP. Eler.iP.n"".;s 
were tane;iblP. bodies and that all hodies ossens Rome degree o! 

solidity . They , therefore, likened the Elements to the iertect 
solid bodiPs which are the regular one~ - the "1.heory being that 
all r "'Bular and ~yrnetrical forms must be ~,ore r er!cct than irreg­

ular onns . 

(1 ) vbtuse = not po inted 0 r acute; blunt / 
r,.r-~r~- ~ ~ 1~~1c J>: .. ) 

""f';;t" .6L~ -~ (1} f · if-· 
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c: the 5 rerulnr solids -

( 1) the Cub£. ( f)r 6- sidec1 figure) is the most stable ancl 

immovabl6= , i.herefore, it \'.af3 select~ to re1 resent the Earth . 

( '.') 1'he lCvSAHEDht,N ( 2\..-sided :.Cigure,, being theeheaviest , was 

assi6ned to WATER . 

( 3) the 'l'ETHAHt.vat.H ( i-sided~igure) , the sha111est and most 

agile , was chosen t o re1Jresent l4"'UU ... 

( 4) The tCTAHEDn(~ ( 8- sidea fieurP) , least stable , ~nc selected 

fo r AIH. 
( 5) The lXiDECAHED~CH (12 sided !ie;ure) , whi ch a1p-roached near est 

to the SPHRRE , ..,ns chosen t o renrf?~ent the UNIVERSE. 

It you will exarr. ine your R. A. breast Jewel you will observe 

that it consists of a circle enclof3ing ?. inter laced equilateral 

triangles , one inverted and a smaller eqiilateral triangle at 

the centre. Bearine in mind , as previously stated , that 
the 3 anglF>s o! an ~quilai;eral trianele are toeethe r equal 1.o 

2 rt . -i.ngles , it can be demonstrated by cliap.raros or , better F+ ill, 

by ILvdel s that we can obtain: - i;..t.....£.. ~ '41:::~ ~~}:; : -

A Tetrnherlron hnv inG the equivalent f 8 r .LS - l 1/~au =AFIRE 
an vci:ahed r on " " '1 

'' 16 11 11 = 2 11
/ 

11 = Al l< 

an Icosahedr o n . 11 11 11 11 4C. 11 11 = 5 11 
/ " = ·.;ATER 

a Cube .. .... ..• . .. which has ........ .. 24 11 11 = 3 "/" =EARTH 

A Dooecahedr on .... II ti •• ••• • • ••• 7 2 11 
" = 9 11

/ II = SPhERE 

E . c~~p . 1 H 1 can be excused a sigh of relief that his Symbo­

lical J,ecture does not contain a :full e xplanation as given above 

but only a nassing refer ence to thP. thoueht and wo rk o'! Pythag-

or ous and f lnto and his disciples . I n the light of m.der n 

sci~ntific knowledfe it alJ sPems n~ive ; coulrl it be that 

1,hP. Rev . George AdaM Browne and his colJ abora1,ors wer e st r ai ninp 

a!ter e:t'f ect? 

As we add o ou r knowledee of the Universe , containing , as we 

now think , n;yriads of i:iubordinate universes, we nre st i ll lost in 

awe, b.. marvcl7 at . the revelations of the sciPntists , but in AJ)ite 

ot that , ·.i:e e::eem no further in being able to com11rehend the 

magnitude. , •rigin and end of Crcat i on and each Aucceedine dis­

covery S• e:r.s only tu increa&e 1.te complexity of the subJ ect . 

i erhaps a tull knowledge v;ill be vouchsafed us v.hen "e 

gr aduate to the Celestial Grand Chapte r where we mf!.Y receive a 

cr own of tmnerstancHnB from the Grand Geometrician . (l~nd . ) 

Re::t'erences:- "R. A. "lorking }~xplained " by H. 1''. I?ll'lan 
1 . i: . c . Vol . 76 - "Mor e lie;ht on the R. A. 11 by H.Carr. 

11 .i"'rH'na~ons ' Book ot the IL A." by Berna d Jon!''"' 
" Antiquit~ of the R. A. " by Rev . r' . re 1 . C9.steJls 
"Encyclopai:>rl i R o.f F reemflsonry" by Dr . Al nert Y.:ackeJ • 

(new erlition , lfn~ . 
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FOUNDD\.S 

E . Comp. R . r,. \lrKl'ly, 
r .7. 3-18t, PJ<O\".G \~" · 

.e Com1>. r. \\"ilKITT Stu.'lrt, 
M.O., !ol ,Cll ,, P. Z. IJ, P. P.r..S.!li . 

I::. Comp. J . C. !\1cWhintr, 
l'.7.. 1792 

E. Comp. J . T •. .!\lcKrcbnie, 
P.Z. 12·16 

E. Comp. D. S. Ani.lc™">n, 
P.Z. 1016 

E Comp. M 0. ClrbmJ. 
r.:.. '·• 

Vtc:~Patron of 

Td.-tfa!!I~· H96. (Bw111tJ1 - Hagley HS3) 

Dear Sir and Ccnnpanion, 

Ro)·al M asonic Hospital 

FOU?liDERS 

1,:. C'.omp.J • .!\l. P.im-11, ~; 
E. C'.omp. J R . :'\opi<"J', ~s7 
Comp. C. U Hur.Irr, JOHl 
Comp. W . S . .!\bckiuno11, 3~:?9 
Comp. j . K. l\l:1i:ki11tod1, IOlti 
Comp. F. ,.\ , .!\furrav, 179.! 
Comp. J. Ral ton, 'Hfll 
Comp. S . Rolx11son, ·1930 
Comp. N. \\ ScClt, IOlt• 
C<m1p W . \\ hifr'a". I 016 

OAT£ AS rosn1 \RK 

You are requested to attend a Convocation of the above Chapter at the Masonic T einple, 
Clarendon Road, Edgbaston, 16, at ti.me and date shown hereunder in Item 1 of Business. 

10, HALL ~fu.oow, HAct F.'" 
WoRa. DY9 9LE 

E. Comp. E. H . McQi·.a1 1.r.z. 

Officers 1974-75 
E. Comp. C. ~ . 
E. CoDlp. D. H. Piddock 
E. Comp. P. Blnwinlc 
Comp. l'. l.l. N:1picr.­
Co111p. J. P. R=:I . 
Comp. H . C. =-:ewman 
l~. Comp. E. F. Mc\\'hirttr 
C<imp. R . Owen •• 
Comp. G . JI . Cam:r 
Comp J. F~nton 
E. Comp P. J. K . :\k\\ hirlcr 
P. Comp T . \\'. 0 H'lgg 
Comp U. \\". fr.uer 
Comp C. E. Ramsbouum 
Comp. D . S . :\lumay 
Comp. \\'. H . Kerr 
Corup. J . C. G. lk;i.cb 
Comp. c;. s. \'eill'h 

M.E..Z. 
11. 
J. 

S.L. 
s :'11 

TrclU\.lrrr 
D.C. 

Prin. Soj, 
ht. 1U.l. ~ 

'.!nJ 1w1. Soj. 
~\.DC. 

Organiu 
,\s:n. E 

Ste\<-a.rd 
S• •n1 
"' \ \rd 
SIC" a.rd 
SIC\'oard 
Janitor 

E. Comp. G . 1. Mackintosh Cha.nty Ste 1-anl 

19-19 
1950 
1951 
19~2 

195'.l 
195-1 
1955 
19S6 
19';7 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
196'.! 
l9i1'.l 
196-t 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 

Past First Principals 
E. <Amp. R. F. ,\JcK117, r .r .n.1.'I . 
1'.. O;mp. F. ll"ilion S/1111rl, l'.1\ .G .D.C., P.P.G.!. "· 
It Comp.j. R. Xapicr, :\f.lt Grant! Superintrndcnt. 
t:. Comp. J. C . l\fc\\'hinu, l'.C .S1d.n., r .r .o.s.s. 
r:.. Comp. T . \\'. DunlrJr·)· J )Oj.tg, J•.P.0.$.S., P .:t. 587 
1:. Comp.J. K . :\t n.cki111cnh, P.G.~1<l .R., r. 1"c -' ~'" 
E. c-p . . lf. o. Cl1/1111J, r . f'. A.O.SOJ . 

F.. Cnmp. F. A • .\lurr~1·, P.1•.r.o.so.1. 
E. (Amp. \\', \\"hitd:tw, P.G .S1tl.ll., l'.r.G,),!11, 
E. <..(Imp • • \'. II'. s,011 
E. CPmp. C. D. llur.ttr 
E. Comp. S. MalJim, r.r.o.no.a. 
E. Cmnp. S .• \fitt.JwU, .\l..\I. 
E. C..mp.]. StJ11gI~r 
F.. <Amp. ] . Foir:ualhn 
E. C'.ump. R.. MorriJ. r.P.P,O.SOJ. 
P'~ Comp. F. G. lfa.,.kins, P.r.1'.0.SOJ. 
F~ Comp. G . I. Mackintosh, P.P.A.C.SOJ. 
E . ~mp. W. S .• \(adi1111an, P.r.o.a.~ .• r z.. 3939 
F.. Comp. H. Cooper, 1•.P.A.O.:SOJ. 
K Comp. l.. J . c .... inndl, l'llO\'.A.C.SOJ . 
E. Comp. R. S. Robcrw>n 
Fh Comp. E. F M cWbir1cr 
K Comp. P. J. K. Mc\\'birter 
E. Comp. P. H . Tierney 

Bo.no rary Mcrnh...r 
E. Comp. J. K. Mad1.intoUi, r .C.Std. n .• P. l".0.( :-;. 

I Vith tlll Compliments of 

By desire of the Principals, 
P. B. NAPIER. 

Scribe E. 

R.S.\'.P. on enclosed Card by RETURN. 

Business 
I'o open 1he IO'.!nd R'h'ltlar C'.011\'oc:uion a.1 li.00 p.ni. ou 

1'u..day, 171la M-ptcn1bfl', 1974. 

2 ' J'o read tl1c Summons O:•n' cning the Mt"cting. 

~ To read and, tf npprm•·<l, rnnfinn the .\finutrs C1f tl1r !Olli 

Rc-guhr Con\-oc.ation hd•I on Tu(S(l:t)", 23rJ April. 19i.J. 

4 To ut\'l5t: 

I:. Comp. E .. I • .!\k\\hirtr.t ns O.C:. 
C'.oinp. R. Owen aa Prin. Snj. 

Comp. G. H. Caucr as lit AMI. ~c tl. 

O:>mp C. E. R.umbouom a,, ~IC\\":lni 

Cump. U. S . .\lumar as Ste\\"nnJ 

Comp. C. S. \'ci1.:h :1' StC"Ward 

5 'l'o rc:(;ci\·e the Tre;1surrr'• Rq1m1 and Stall·mcnr of .\i:rounu 

,, r o rrcl'hc Lhl' Cbarir> S1c:w:mb Rcrx-:it aml StatctnC'ut o! 

,\ ccounu. 

To rcceh·c a P.apc:r l'rcparcd and I n"SClll<:d by E. C011 

R. ';1. Gt:orgt; P .A.C.Soj. of rte1d1cr CL:i.ota. ~o. 111 
l'apc:r L:mitl'!d "S(lflle R ora! ,\,, h OIM.-uritit.$." 

x 
8 To h31lnt for a!I an Hnuonlt} .!\ltrnbcr, I:, Oimp. J. C:. 

:\k\\hincr. P .G.St.11,. 11.p .1 • .&.~ . Prc>poKd bv L. 
C'Atmp. \\'. \\' hi11 l.\W. P .C.Std.B., P.l'.1.,, ,:-l., and ~<oncli J 
l.ly E. Comp. E. 11. .\ltC.J..1 c. 

10 To te((in· Subsl.'riptk>N due ,\pnl, 1!17•1. 

11 To lr:>n'3cl any ocher ln.uincss 1101 requiring l'\01 ic~ d 
:\lotion. 

I.! To cl~ the ('Ju.pier. 

DINNER 7.30 p.m. 

DARK MORNING DRESS, WIOTE CLOVES 

:\OTf.: The n~t :\leetintr of P:ist Principal' and Officc:n 
be he-Id on Tuesdar, 15th Oc1oher, 19H at i'.00 p.m. 
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c: the 5 rerulnr solids -

( 1) the Cub£. ( f)r 6- sidec1 figure) is the most stable ancl 

immovabl6= , i.herefore, it \'.af3 select~ to re1 resent the Earth . 

( '.') 1'he lCvSAHEDht,N ( 2\..-sided :.Cigure,, being theeheaviest , was 

assi6ned to WATER . 

( 3) the 'l'ETHAHt.vat.H ( i-sided~igure) , the sha111est and most 

agile , was chosen t o re1Jresent l4"'UU ... 

( 4) The tCTAHEDn(~ ( 8- sidea fieurP) , least stable , ~nc selected 

fo r AIH. 
( 5) The lXiDECAHED~CH (12 sided !ie;ure) , whi ch a1p-roached near est 

to the SPHRRE , ..,ns chosen t o renrf?~ent the UNIVERSE. 

It you will exarr. ine your R. A. breast Jewel you will observe 

that it consists of a circle enclof3ing ?. inter laced equilateral 

triangles , one inverted and a smaller eqiilateral triangle at 

the centre. Bearine in mind , as previously stated , that 
the 3 anglF>s o! an ~quilai;eral trianele are toeethe r equal 1.o 

2 rt . -i.ngles , it can be demonstrated by cliap.raros or , better F+ ill, 

by ILvdel s that we can obtain: - i;..t.....£.. ~ '41:::~ ~~}:; : -

A Tetrnherlron hnv inG the equivalent f 8 r .LS - l 1/~au =AFIRE 
an vci:ahed r on " " '1 

'' 16 11 11 = 2 11
/ 

11 = Al l< 

an Icosahedr o n . 11 11 11 11 4C. 11 11 = 5 11 
/ " = ·.;ATER 

a Cube .. .... ..• . .. which has ........ .. 24 11 11 = 3 "/" =EARTH 

A Dooecahedr on .... II ti •• ••• • • ••• 7 2 11 
" = 9 11

/ II = SPhERE 

E . c~~p . 1 H 1 can be excused a sigh of relief that his Symbo­

lical J,ecture does not contain a :full e xplanation as given above 

but only a nassing refer ence to thP. thoueht and wo rk o'! Pythag-

or ous and f lnto and his disciples . I n the light of m.der n 

sci~ntific knowledfe it alJ sPems n~ive ; coulrl it be that 

1,hP. Rev . George AdaM Browne and his colJ abora1,ors wer e st r ai ninp 

a!ter e:t'f ect? 

As we add o ou r knowledee of the Universe , containing , as we 

now think , n;yriads of i:iubordinate universes, we nre st i ll lost in 

awe, b.. marvcl7 at . the revelations of the sciPntists , but in AJ)ite 

ot that , ·.i:e e::eem no further in being able to com11rehend the 

magnitude. , •rigin and end of Crcat i on and each Aucceedine dis­

covery S• e:r.s only tu increa&e 1.te complexity of the subJ ect . 

i erhaps a tull knowledge v;ill be vouchsafed us v.hen "e 

gr aduate to the Celestial Grand Chapte r where we mf!.Y receive a 

cr own of tmnerstancHnB from the Grand Geometrician . (l~nd . ) 

Re::t'erences:- "R. A. "lorking }~xplained " by H. 1''. I?ll'lan 
1 . i: . c . Vol . 76 - "Mor e lie;ht on the R. A. 11 by H.Carr. 

11 .i"'rH'na~ons ' Book ot the IL A." by Berna d Jon!''"' 
" Antiquit~ of the R. A. " by Rev . r' . re 1 . C9.steJls 
"Encyclopai:>rl i R o.f F reemflsonry" by Dr . Al nert Y.:ackeJ • 

(new erlition , lfn~ . 
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OAT£ AS rosn1 \RK 

You are requested to attend a Convocation of the above Chapter at the Masonic T einple, 
Clarendon Road, Edgbaston, 16, at ti.me and date shown hereunder in Item 1 of Business. 
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Bo.no rary Mcrnh...r 
E. Comp. J. K. Mad1.intoUi, r .C.Std. n .• P. l".0.( :-;. 

I Vith tlll Compliments of 

By desire of the Principals, 
P. B. NAPIER. 

Scribe E. 

R.S.\'.P. on enclosed Card by RETURN. 

Business 
I'o open 1he IO'.!nd R'h'ltlar C'.011\'oc:uion a.1 li.00 p.ni. ou 

1'u..day, 171la M-ptcn1bfl', 1974. 

2 ' J'o read tl1c Summons O:•n' cning the Mt"cting. 

~ To read and, tf npprm•·<l, rnnfinn the .\finutrs C1f tl1r !Olli 

Rc-guhr Con\-oc.ation hd•I on Tu(S(l:t)", 23rJ April. 19i.J. 

4 To ut\'l5t: 

I:. Comp. E .. I • .!\k\\hirtr.t ns O.C:. 
C'.oinp. R. Owen aa Prin. Snj. 

Comp. G. H. Caucr as lit AMI. ~c tl. 

O:>mp C. E. R.umbouom a,, ~IC\\":lni 

Cump. U. S . .\lumar as Ste\\"nnJ 

Comp. C. S. \'ci1.:h :1' StC"Ward 

5 'l'o rc:(;ci\·e the Tre;1surrr'• Rq1m1 and Stall·mcnr of .\i:rounu 

,, r o rrcl'hc Lhl' Cbarir> S1c:w:mb Rcrx-:it aml StatctnC'ut o! 

,\ ccounu. 

To rcceh·c a P.apc:r l'rcparcd and I n"SClll<:d by E. C011 

R. ';1. Gt:orgt; P .A.C.Soj. of rte1d1cr CL:i.ota. ~o. 111 
l'apc:r L:mitl'!d "S(lflle R ora! ,\,, h OIM.-uritit.$." 

x 
8 To h31lnt for a!I an Hnuonlt} .!\ltrnbcr, I:, Oimp. J. C:. 

:\k\\hincr. P .G.St.11,. 11.p .1 • .&.~ . Prc>poKd bv L. 
C'Atmp. \\'. \\' hi11 l.\W. P .C.Std.B., P.l'.1.,, ,:-l., and ~<oncli J 
l.ly E. Comp. E. 11. .\ltC.J..1 c. 

10 To te((in· Subsl.'riptk>N due ,\pnl, 1!17•1. 

11 To lr:>n'3cl any ocher ln.uincss 1101 requiring l'\01 ic~ d 
:\lotion. 

I.! To cl~ the ('Ju.pier. 

DINNER 7.30 p.m. 

DARK MORNING DRESS, WIOTE CLOVES 

:\OTf.: The n~t :\leetintr of P:ist Principal' and Officc:n 
be he-Id on Tuesdar, 15th Oc1oher, 19H at i'.00 p.m. 
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